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Origin and Development of Texas Constitution
Texas constitution is among the most elaborate constitutions in the United States of America.  The current constitution was effected in 1876. Since then, the constitution has undergone various reviews and adjustments making it the seventh constitution (Morrow, 2020). The constitution acts as the framework for both legal and political activities in the state of Texas. It gives an elaborate structure of the government including its functions. The constitution has a preamble and seventeen articles. The essay strives to highlight the reasons why Texas has seven constitutions, what we learn from the history and government of Texas via the constitutional reviews, and why the Texan constitution has more words compared to the federal constitution. It also concludes that Texas deserves a new constitution.
Texas has had seven constitutions because of various reasons. One of them is that “Texas has a relatively low bar for amending its constitution” (Powe, 2018). This aspect makes it relatively easy to amend the constitution. The alteration of the federal constitution is always a difficult task. It requires the acquisition of a two-thirds vote from both houses of congress. Also, three-fourths of the states must approve. In Texas, the amendment is passed by the legislature of the state and approved via a referendum. Besides, the constitution has needed alterations and additions often because of its paradoxical position of considering the powers of the state government in a highly restrictive angle. Each constitution aimed at correcting the faults reflected in the latter to address the challenges of its time.
From reviewing these constitutions, we learn a lot about Texas history and government. One such lesson is that Texas ceased to be a republic in 1845 by joining the USA. Hence, a new state constitution was necessary.  It joined the USA as the 28th state. Another lesson is that Texas seceded from the USA in 1861 (Powe, 2018). Hence the 1861 Confederate constitution was drafted to that effect. We also learn that the Democrats regained control of Texas in 1873 from Edmund Davis (a Radical Republican). 
The Texas Constitution has so many words compared to the U.S constitution because of the many amendments that the constitution has undergone. Between 1876 and 2019, the Legislature of Texas has proposed 690 amendments (Musemeci, 2020). The electorate approved 507 out of the 690 proposals while 180 of the proposals were overturned. Such a trend called for clarity and differentiation from the previous constitutions. Also, the constitution of Texas covers many areas that most states lave to their legislatures. They include taxes, local government, and private property rights. Texas elaborates such topics using the strongest terms. This led to a wordy constitution of 86, 923 words.
Texas needs a new constitution because the current one does not adequately address the challenges of its inhabitants. The lengthy constitution makes it difficult for people to read and interpret. It also has many complex and confusing clauses that require clarity. Also, the constitution cannot effectively govern the ever-growing urban state. It also has outdated clauses that need to be changed. One of such clauses is prohibiting incarcerated individuals from voting (Musemeci, 2020). Another issue pertains to capital punishment that needs immediate redress.  The aspect of part-time legislature needs to be eliminated for it creates confusion and obstacles by making the legislature meet in two years. The trend is insufficient in better governance and budgeting of an urban state.




References
Morrow, J. (2020). There Is Only One Texas Constitution.
Musumeci, M. (2020). Explaining Texas v. US: A Guide to the Case Challenging the ACA. The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation.
Powe, L. A. (2018). America's Lone Star Constitution. In America's Lone Star Constitution. University of California Press.
